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Fire Island National Seashore Project Lands Semifinalist Award  
in National Science Talent Search Competition 
Local Ward Melville High School Student Jana Hirsch is Honored 
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strength of the seismic signal with increasing water/wave height and the decrease in the seismic 
signal with increasing distance from the shore. Evidence was also found to suggest that long-
period infragravity water waves were also detectable in the seismic records.” Ms. Hirsch went 
on to say, “I am very honored with the award and thank you for allowing me to perform my 
research at Fire Island National Seashore.” 

 
Seashore Superintendent Michael Reynolds stated “This is very exciting for the park.  Not only 
will the information be useful as we develop our management policies for the myriad of coastal 
issues that we deal with on a daily basis, but to have a local high school student be the first on 
Long Island to win such a prestigious award for work in a National Park is fantastic.  SUNY 
Stony Brook is one of our Cooperative Ecosystem Study Units for the National Park Service 
(NPS) and has been involved in a number of research projects at Fire Island NS. This is a great 
example of a partnership that now includes local high students getting involved in NPS research 
activities.”  
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The National Park Service cares for special places saved by the American people so that all may experience our heritage. 
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